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Wars of Religion and the Clash of World Views – 1560-1648 
(74 points possible) 

 
Identification:  Define and discuss the importance of the following terms: (1 point each) 
 

1. Huguenot 
2. Moriscoes 

3. Lepanto (Battle of) 
4. secularization 

 
Short Answer:  Restate the question and respond to ALL parts of the question. 
 

5. Discuss the issues that led to the religious division and French wars of religion (1562-1598)? 
(2 points) 

 
6. Describe the conflict and events that led to the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre?  What was 

the result? (2 points) 
 

7. Who organized the Catholic League? What was its purpose?  What was the outcome of their 
efforts? (2 points) 

 
8. What is a politique and why can Henry VI be considered a politique? (2 points) 

 
9. What lands did Phillip II control?  Why was he considered the most powerful ruler in Europe?  

Based on his religious convictions, what actions did he take within Spain? In the Netherlands?  
What were the results in each? (5 points) 

 
10. Discuss several reasons the Dutch had an economic advantage in the 16th century.  (2 points) 

 
11. Who were the Puritans?  What were the main ideas of their faith?  What was Elizabeth’s 

response to their demands? (2 points) 
 

12. In what ways can Elizabeth be considered a politique? (1 point) 
 

13. Discuss Phillip’s motives for sending his armada to invade England.  What were the results?  
What effect did this have on Spain?  On England? (4 points) 

 
14. Discuss the clash of faiths in the Balkans, Russia and Poland-Lithuania. (3 points) 

 
15. Discuss the causes of the 30 Years’ War (religious and political).  What was the outcome?  

What effect did the war have on the ordinary people and cities of Europe?  On the Holy 
Roman Empire?  What was the significant of the peace treaty?  Outline the terms of the Peace 
of Westphalia. (5 points) 

 
16. How did warfare increase the power of the State?  Use examples to support your answer. (2 

points) 
 

17. Discuss several reasons for the economic recession following the 30 Year’s War.  What were 
the consequences for the peasants?  Discuss the message of the painting “The Life of the 
Poor”.  In what ways is it accurate?  Inaccurate?  How were women affected by the 
recession?  What effect did the recession have on marriage and childbearing? (6 points) 
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18. Discuss the economic power shift among nations.  What factors influences this power shift? (2 

points) 
 

19. Find a painting in the style of mannerism.  Attach a copy of the painting and discuss why it 
fits the mannerism style. (2 points) 

 
20. What are the characteristics of baroque art?  Attach a copy of a painting that is painted in the 

baroque style. (2 points) 
 

21. Discuss why a belief in witchcraft persisted in Europe?  What were some root causes of 
persecution of “witches”?  What finally led to a decrease in witch trials? (2 points) 

 
Essay:  Chapter 16 Advanced Placement Free Response Questions  

 
The questions below have appeared on A.P. European History exams.  Choose TWO of the free 
response questions to outline.  Place the prompt at the beginning.  Write a complete outline as if you 
were writing for the A.P. Exam.  You may use Cornell note taking style or proper outline form, no 
bullets.  Write out and underline a complete thesis statement.  Write out complete topic sentences 
for each body paragraph.  List points that would be included in each body paragraph, include specific 
examples and commentary.  Close with a concluding statement.  (12 points each) 
 
Consider how you would respond to the other questions.   
 

1. Compare and contrast the religious policies of two of the following: (2002) 
o Elizabeth I of England 
o Catherine de Medici of France 
o Isabella I of Spain 

 
2. Analyze at least two factors that account for the rise and two factors that explain the 

decline of witchcraft persecution and trials in Europe during the period from 1580 to 1750. 
(2002) 

 
3. “Leadership determines the fate of a country.”  Evaluate this quotation in terms of Spain’s 

experience under Philip II. (2000) 
 

4. Discuss the relationship between politics and religion by examining the wars of religion.  
Choose TWO specific examples from the following: (1999) 

Dutch Revolt 
French Wars of Religion 
English Civil War 
Thirty Years’ War 

 


