
Spielvogel Chapters 12 and 13 
Recovery and Rebirth:  The Age of the Renaissance 

The Age of Reformation 
(52 points possible) 

 

Terms:  Identify each of the following terms and discuss the significance of each.  (1 point each) 
 

Chapter 12 
  1.  Isabelle d’Este   2.  Petrarch   3.  Lorenzo Valla 
  4.  Raphael   5.  Jan van Eck   6.  Louis XI the Spider 
  7.  Habsburgs   8.  John Wyclif   9.  nepotism 
 

Chapter 13 
10.  Utopia 11.  Erasmus 12.  Johann Eck 
13.  Charles V 14.  Peace of Augsburg 15.  Ulrich Zwingli 
16.  Anabaptists 17.  Anne Boleyn 18.  Thomas Cromwell 
19.  Queen Mary 20.  John Calvin 21.  predestination 
22.  Council of Trent 23.  Inquisition  
 

Primary Documents 
 

1. “Florence, ‘Queen City of the Renaissance’”:  From the viewpoint of Benedetto Dei, what were the characteristics 
of Florence that made the city so outstanding?  (2 points) 

 

2. “A Renaissance Banquet”:  Read only. 
 

3. “Marriage Negotiations”:  What were the most important considerations in marriage negotiations?  Why were 
they so important?  (2 points) 

 

4. “Letters of Isabelle d’ Este”:  Discuss how Isabelle uses diplomacy to get what she wants.  How are her actions 
different from the expectation of how women of her time should act?  (2 points) 

 

5. “Petrarch :  Mountain Climbing and the Search for Spiritual Contentment”:  What bothers Petrarch about his won 
intellectual pursuits?  How does the conflict within himself reflect the historical debate about the nature of the 
Renaissance?  (2 points) 

 

6. “A Humanist’s Enthusiasm for Greek”:  Why was Bruni so enthusiastic about the study of Greek?  (1 point) 
 

7. “Erasmus:  In Praise of Folly”:  What are Erasmus’s criticisms of monks?  What did he hope to achieve by this 
satirical attack on monastic practices?  (2 points) 

 

8. “Luther and the Ninety-Five Theses”:  Read Only 
 

9. “Luther and the ‘Robbing and Murdering Hordes of Peasants’”:  What are the three terrible sins of the peasants?  
Why is Luther so harsh on the peasants?  (2 points) 

 

10. “The Trial of Michael Sattler”:  Based on this example, describe the characteristics of an Anabaptist.  Why were 
Sattler’s judges so hostile?  (2 points) 

 

11. “A Protestant Woman”:  What new ideas did Catherine Zell bring to the Reformation?  Why did people react so 
strongly against them?  (2 points) 

 

Questions 
 

Chapter 12 
12.   Discuss family life and the role of the family in Renaissance Italy.  (2 points) 
13.   What is humanism and how were Italian Renaissance attitudes influenced by it?  (2 points) 
14.   Compare Renaissance education to medieval education.  (2 points) 
15.   Compare art of the Italian Renaissance to that of Northern Renaissance art.  (2 points) 
 

Chapter 13   
16.   What were the contributions of Erasmus and Thomas More to the ideals of the Northern Renaissance? (2 

points) 
17.   What was revolutionary about Luther's position on authority in religious matters?  What political support did he 

find for his program?  (2 points) 
 


