
Chapter 14--Discovery and Crisis in the 16th and 17th Centuries

Key Terms

An Age of Discovery and Expansion

Marco Polo

Cartography

Astrolabe

Henry the Navigator
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Politics and the Wars of Religion in the 16th Century

French Wars of Religion

Catherine de Medici

Huguenots

Politiques

St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

War of the Three Henries

Edict of Nantes

Philip II



2
Netherlands
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Chapter 15—Response to Crisis: State Building and the Search for Order in the 17th Century
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Economic Trends: Mercantilism and European Colonies in the 17th Century
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Rembrandt van Rijn

French Neoclassicism
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Free Response Questions

1. Evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on both the ‘Old’ and ‘New’ Worlds.

2. Discuss the relationship between politics and religion by examining the wars of religion.  Choose TWO
specific examples from the following:

Dutch Revolt
French Wars of Religion
English Civil War
Thirty Years’ War

3. Analyze at least two factors that account for the rise and two factors that explain the decline of
witchcraft persecution and trials in Europe during the period from 1580 to 1750.

4. Compare and contrast the theory of absolutism and constitutionalism with reference to the evolution of
government in England and France.

5. Give a full definition of mercantilism, and demonstrate using the Dutch example how, in practice, it
worked.

6. Explain how advance in learning and technology influenced 15th and 16th century European exploration
and trade.


