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Free Response Questions

1. Compare and contrast the effects of the First and Second Industrial Revolution on European economic
and social life.

2. What is meant by the term “mass society”, and what were its main characteristics?

3. Describe and evaluate how developments in science, intellectual affairs, and the arts in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries ‘opened the way to a modern consciousness,’ and how this consciousness differed
from earlier worldviews.

4. Compare and contrast the New Imperialism with Old Imperialism. Evaluate its [New Imperialism]
impact on Asia and Africa.
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5. Describe the Bismarckian system of alliances and evaluate it success at keeping the peace.

6. To what extent and in what ways did Nationalist tension in the Balkans between 1870 and 1914
contribute to the outbreak of the First World War?

7. What were the conditions, factors, and events that led—both directly and indirectly—to the outbreak of
WWI?

8. Describe the Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles.  To what degree and in what ways
were they and were they not successful?

9. Describe the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and how the Bolsheviks prevailed in the civil war
and gained control of Russia.


